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harbour, when a conspiracy and a rising concerted
between Guise and the townspeople, who detested
the yoke of Spain, drove the foreigners and their
supporters from the town. It was no small triumph
for Henry of Bourbon to have turned the son of
the hero of the League into an instrument of his
anti-Spanish policy. (Feb. 17, 1596.)

The Duke of Lorraine followed the example of his
young kinsman, abandoned the League, disbanded
his army and restored Toul and Verdun to France
for 900,000 crowns.

After the submission of the Duke of Guise and
the treaty with Lorraine, the only members of
the Lotharingian family whose hostility was still
formidable to Henry IV. were the Dukes of May-
enne and Mercceur. These nobles, although they
could no longer hope to deprive him of the Crown,
still trusted to be able to convert their Governments
of Burgundy and Brittany into hereditary and inde-
pendent principalities. The support of Spain gave
them courage and strength to continue their rebel-
lion ; the fact that the King was still unabsolved by
the Pope supplied a pretext.

In all the difficulties and dangers which he had
encountered, Henry traced the persistent malevo-
lence of his hereditary enemy, Philip II. To hurl
defiance against the dreaded tyrant by an open decla-
ration of war would not only satisfy his personal re-
sentment, but might also be justified as politically
expedient. Whether war was declared or not, it could
not be doubted that Philip II. would do France all

the injury possible.   But the less Henry IV. appeared
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